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Educational institutions and organizations provide general topics for scholarship essays.
Students are free to choose and approach the topics however they want. Nevertheless,
a well-written, honest, custom scholarship essay is sure to help you get the scholarship
you desire. The following texts are sample scholarship essays which can help you get

an idea on what you should write.

Scholarship Essay Sample #1
Task: Tell us about yourself.
“The Lucky One”

My parents never fell short in reminding me that we are lucky to be in this
country. We were not well-off in our home country, and we are poor immigrants here.
But we are still lucky because thousands of others would do anything to step foot in the
‘land of the free.” My parents remind me of this whenever | come home defeated after
enduring a day of mockery and jokes and struggles to keep up with classes. We
struggle, but we are lucky.

It took some years before | realized that | was not the only one who became the
center of jokes because of the way | looked or of the way | speak. | eventually
assimilated my peers’ language and accent, but my parents did not. They still speak
their dialect whenever we are together, and | can hear their dialect’s accent even as
they speak English. | did not realize this until someone screamed at my mother to
“speak English, we’re in America” while we were at the store. | was rattled, but she was

not—she went on with her shopping as if nothing happened. | soon learned that this
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was nothing new for her or my father as this is one of the most common manifestations
of racism today. Discrimination toward minorities—Asians in particular—is one of the
things my family and I will have to struggle with constantly.

With the lack of representation, the prevalence of stereotypes, discrimination,
and now, the violence fueled by frustration at the COVID-19 pandemic toward Asian
minorities, | have not been sure about how “lucky” we truly are. Years of discrimination
and the rise in violence toward Asians have reinforced my long-time desire to become a
journalist, to become the voice of truth.
| have experienced first-hand how much the media can shape people’s perspectives. At
our school newspaper, | frequently wrote about the cultures and experiences of
minorities. | write articles that tackle the subtle forms of discrimination against minorities
inside and outside our school experience. It has become a widely-read column that |
can proudly say made my peers more socially aware. | cannot wait to be able to make a
similar impact on a wider scale.

My reason for wanting to become a journalist is not just to dispel stereotypes and
discrimination toward Asian Americans, but to be one of the people who make sure that
the truth prevails. | refuse to accept that this is a pipe dream for the child of two poor
immigrants. | have worked hard toward graduating with a 4.0 GPA while also working
odd jobs to help my family. Throughout these years, | never lost sight of my goal of
becoming a journalist who advocates for the truth.

Achieving such a big dream will not be easy. | may not be in the same way my
other peers are, growing up part of the majority or in well-off homes, but | am lucky

because my struggles are precisely why | am not afraid of the challenges and struggles



that will come along in my path toward this dream. My family’s financial status will not
stop me from attaining this dream and getting into college, which is why | am grabbing
this opportunity for a scholarship. So, in a sense, my parents are correct that we are
lucky. I'm quite lucky that the hardships | experienced taught me to be persevering and

tenacious like my parents.



Scholarship Essay Sample #2
Task: Describe a personal hardship or catastrophic life event and how you overcame it.
“A Matter of Life and Death”

My catastrophic life event is, sadly, one in a million all over the world. Medscape
reports that more than 3,000 healthcare workers have died of COVID-19 in the country
since 2020. My father is one of those healthcare workers lost early on in the frontlines
because of a lack of proper equipment and strategy. | write it nonchalantly, but the truth
is, | felt as if the world had collapsed in on me when | first heard the news. | was
paralyzed in place at the thought that the last time | saw my father was behind a mask
as he went out to his shift at the hospital. How did | overcome this catastrophic life
event? Truth be told, | have not. How does one overcome the premature death of a
father?

The last conversation we had as a family with our father was about asking him
not to report to work. Of course, being a health worker, he refused, reiterating his duty
to help those in need. That was almost over a year ago, before COVID-19 vaccines
became available. A few months ago, | made a crucial decision in my life—the decision
to take up Nursing. You can imagine my mother’s face when | told her | wanted to apply
to Nursing school instead of Engineering. She did not want to support my decision, she
said, but she also knew that it would make my father proud.

Being a healthcare worker is a stressful and risky occupation, but it is also an
important one. This COVID-19 pandemic has shown how vulnerable human life is and
how much more we have to progress as humans in terms of knowledge and technology.

This is one of the reasons millions of lives were lost to COVID-19. However, | believe



that this, in addition to the loss of my father’s life, is no reason to be afraid. | know that
by studying Nursing, | will be risking my life, too. Life is no small price to pay, but if such
a risk means that | may have the opportunity to contribute to the health sciences and
potentially improve someone’s life, then | believe this is a worthy cause.

This catastrophic event has made me realize my true calling as an individual—
where | am most needed. Right now, the world has lost so many health workers. The
knowledge and experience lost with each health worker lost is far too valuable and will
take almost a decade to replace. My father's life is irreplaceable to us, but | believe that
| can at least try to continue his legacy by becoming a nurse. By applying to this
scholarship to study Nursing, | am hoping that | can continue my father’s legacy of
taking care of others.

| do not think that | have overcome this challenge in my life. Perhaps it will take
years for me to get used to the fact that he is gone. However, | will not let the grief and
pain of losing a father due to a pandemic keep me from contributing to society in the
best way | can. This loss my family experienced will not be a weakness but a source of
strength that | know will help me through any struggle in college and my future

professional life.



